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- The MAILING DATE of this communication app ars on th cov r sheet with the correspondenc address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
Status 

1) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Aug 13. 2001 


2a) 63. This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qua$Q35 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-18 „ is/are pending in the applies 

4a) Of the above, claimfs) 1-9 and 14-18 is/are withdrawn from considers 

5) □ Claim(s) . is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 10-13 - is/are rejected. 

7) □ Claim(s) . _ is/are objected to. 

8) □ Claims _ are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 

Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on m is: aP approved b)t]disapproved. 

12) □ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 119(a)-(d). 
a)D Ail b) □ Some* c) CNoneof: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ . 


3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C § 119(e). 
Attachment(s) 

15) (2 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 18) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

16) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 19) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

17) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 20) □ Other: 


U. S. Patent and TraderrwTrk Office 

PTO-326 (Rev.^-00) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. On pages 5-7 of the Remarks, applicant alleges that MPEP 806.05(e) was wrongly cited 
by the examiner. The examiner would like to remind applicant that, while MPEP 806.05(f) 
pertains to claims directed to product and process of making and MPEP 806.05(h) to claims 
directed to product and process of using, MPEP 806.05(e) pertains to claims directed to process 
and apparatus. 

As indicated in the prior Office Action of March 9, 2001, restriction for examination 
purposes is based on the fact that claims 1-9 are drawn to a method for reducing contamination 
inside a container, whereas claims 10-13 are drawn to an apparatus for reducing contamination of 
an article that may be any desired object. Applicants are referred to the prior Office Action of 
March 9, 2001 for reasons for restriction requirement. 

2. Newly submitted claims 15-18 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: the newly added claims 15-18 are 
directed to a method for storing semiconductor wafers : whereas the elected invention is directed 
to an apparatus for reducing contamination of an article as pointed out in paragraph 3 above. 

Newly added claim 14 is dependent on claim 2 which is directed to a non-elected invention 
by original presentation. 
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Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, 
this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on the 
merits. Accordingly, newly submitted claims 14-18 r in addition to claims 1-9. have been 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention . See 37 CFR 1.142(b) 
and MPEP§ 821.03. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection of claims 10-13 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Response to Amendment 

4. This is in response to the Amendments received on August 13, 2001 . The text of those 
sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a prior Office Action. 

5. Claims 1-18 are currently pending in this application. Claims 14-18 have been newly 
added. Claims 1-9 and 14-18 have been withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non- 
elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. Claims 10 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nugent, 
Jr. etal. (US Pat. 5,573,819). 

In view of the prior Office Action of April 4, 2001, the rejection of claims 10 and 12-13 
has been withdrawn due to the amendment made thereto. 
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7. Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Matsubayashi et 
al. (US Pat 4,686,152). 

In view of the prior Office Action of April 4, 2001, the rejection of claims 10-13 has been 
withdrawn due to the amendment made thereto. 

8. Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Goto et al. (US 
Pat 6,235,358). 

Goto teaches an apparatus for reducing contamination (sanitary characteristics), 
comprising a plastic container adapted for holding articles (packaging container) and a coating on 
selected portions of the container consisting essentially of titanium dioxide (see abstract; col. 3, In. 
12-41; col. 7, In. 2-6; col. 13, In. 12-15). 

In regards to claim 11, Goto teaches the container including a closeable lid for sealing the 
interior of the container from the external atmosphere (plastic can) (see col. 10, In. 15-53; col. 13, 
In. 13-14). 

In regards to claims 12-13, Goto teaches the container including polypropylene and 
polycarbonate (see col. 13, In. 29-35). 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thao Tran whose telephone number is (703) 306-5698. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees supervisor, 
Kathryn Gorgos, can be reached on (703) 308-3328. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-93 10 for regular communications 
and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 
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